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Description

This course will examine the nature of theatre arts as it emerged from a ritualistic, primitive form of human expression to a multimillion-dollar entertainment industry today.  We’ll explore the discipline of theatre arts, learn about the complexities of the art beginning with elements of productions to the final realization of the playwrights work.  We’ll also examine aspects of contributions made by designers, actors, directors, critics, dramaturges, historians, and playwrights to performance of dramatic literature.  Class discussions are extremely important to this examination and, ultimately, to the students’ success in the class.
Course Outline
(Note that this outline follows the structure of the required textbook.)
Part 1 -- Setting the Stage for Understanding and Appreciating Theatre Arts
Why Study Theatre Arts?

Where the Magic Happens: "The Seeing Place"

Making Critical Judgment about the Art

Historical Beginnings

Choosing a Season

Royalties

Part 2 -- The Artists: A Collaborative Effort
The Playwrights: Past and Present

Play Directors - Choreographers - Musical Directors

Actors

The Acting Process

Professional Affiliations

Designers

Scenic Elements

Lighting

Costumes

Properties

Pre- performance Activities: Bringing it all together

Auditions; Casting the Play

Taping the Floor

Rehearsal Schedules

Marketing
Part 3 -- In Production: Getting to Opening Night and Beyond
Managing the Play Production Process

Stage Managers - House Managers

Box Office Managers

Performance

Audience Etiquette

Actor Responsibilities

Manager Responsibilities

Post-performance

Strikes - Post Mortems

Theatre Arts Academic Degrees
Required Texts
Required text is THEATRE ARTS: Fundamental Theory and Practice, 2nd edition (Kendall Hunt Publishing), available in the bookstore and through the publisher directly through the web-site below. An eBook version is also available. If you wish to purchase either the hardcopy or eBook online, go to one of the following web-sites. You cannot pass this course without reading a copy of the textbook, and you cannot complete all of the assignments for this course without the publisher web-site access, which comes with the purchase of a NEW textbook, or the ebook. 

NOTE: Purchasing access to the publisher's web-site, WebCOM, comes with a copy of the eBook.
Once you purchase EITHER the hardcopy or the eBook, you'll receive an access code which will get you into the following web-site where you will be able to complete several of the required course assignments.

NOTE: You DO NOT need BOTH an ebook AND a hardcopy of the textbook. Only one of these.
http://www.kendallhunt.com/store-product.aspx?id=25425 -- For purchasing a hard copy from the publisher, Kendall-Hunt

http://webcom9.grtxle.com/index.cfm?cu=theatreapprec -- For purchasing an ebook and to access the WebCOM website

AGAIN: You CANNOT pass this course without purchasing and reading a NEW copy of the textbook. Course content is taken directly from the textbook. More importantly, the purchase of a NEW textbook includes a code for accessing the publisher's web-site for this course where you will find and submit several class assignments.
Required Readings

You will also be required to secure copies of the following plays for this class. You'll be quizzed over your reading of these plays. Some of these scripts are in PUBLIC DOMAIN and available on the publisher's (Kendall-Hunt) web-site for this class, or you can find them in a quick search on the Internet. At least three of these scripts are not in PUBLIC DOMAIN, so you will have to find copies. Search libraries, used bookstores and anthologies. All of these plays have been around long enough for there to be multiple copies out there. You just have to find them. Don't wait until the last minute. The quizzes are not difficult, but you have to read the plays to do well on them. 

Oedipus Rex -- Sophocles
The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark -- Shakespeare
All My Sons -- Miller
Waiting for Godot -- Beckett
Buried Child -- Shepard

Required Video Assignments

There are a total of six brief videos to watch on the Kendall-Hunt web-site. These videos correspond to the information in specific chapters of the textbook. You're required to watch these videos and make a brief comment about them. 

Required Reports

Students are required to attend ONE live theatre play production during the term and write a brief, critical essay on this experience. You choose the productions you attend.  Live theatre is happening throughout the year, all around Tucson.

Reports should contain the following information:

· Play title, author, and date of performance you attended; 

· A listing of major production people; designers, directors, cast -- you can find this in the play program; 

· Comment on design elements; costumes, set, makeup; 

· Comment on overall acting with attention to specific performances of individual actors. 

· Comment on overall directing, total production unity. 

· Comment on major themes explored in the play production. 

· Comment on quality of the production based on either the success of the production in communicating the work of the playwright, or your application of specific methodology presented in class readings and discussions. 

This may seem like a lot to report on, but each of the above items requires only a single line or two or three. Basically, I'm asking you to make a personal, critical comment about the plays you attend. The above serves as an outline to complete these reports. These review/critique assignments are submitted on the Kendall-Hunt web-site. An image of the ticket stub and/or program must be attached with your review.
Extra Credit: Extra credit opportunities exist in this class. Extra credit projects SHOULD NEVER be considered as substitute for required assignments. Examples of extra credit projects include actively participating in plays produced by the PCC theatre program, or completing additional reading or writing assignments. Look for these opportunities in the individual modules. All extra credit projects are either offered, or approved, by the instructor. Students do not design extra credit work.
Grading Policy

There will be 3 exams; one for each of the three PARTS of the course. These exams will focus on reading assignments and discussions. Exams are not comprehensive and study guides are offered to students. Study guides for these exams are found on the Kendall-Hunt (KH) web-site. Don't hesitate to query the instructor before taking an exam.

There will also be several ten-question multiple-choice or short answer quizzes on assigned readings. These quizzes are to judge whether or not you’ve completed the assigned readings, so READ THE PLAYS.
Additionally, as noted above, students are required to write a single brief review/critique on a live theatre play production of their choice.  A second review is permitted for extra credit.  Review point values and due dates for these assignments.
Make-up assignments or tests are rarely permitted, and only at the discretion of the instructor, and only under documented extenuating circumstances.

The following are the projected INDIVIDUAL assignment and assessment point values:
Exam #1



100 points

Exam #2



100 points

Exam #3



100 points

(Study guides for these exams are available on the Kendall-Hunt web-site.)

Six video assignments


90 points (15 pts. each) (Submitted on the KH site)

One play review


60 points (Submitted on the KH site)

Second play review


30 points (extra credit)
Five play reading quizzes

50 points (10 pts. each)

Total points possible: 530

Projected TOTAL point values and corresponding grades:
500 – 450

A

449 – 400

B

399 – 350

C

349 – 300

D

299 – 0

F

Final Grades

For privacy and security reasons, instructors are advised NOT to give grades over the telephone or via email. Students who wish to check grades may access grades online at MyPima. Students can view an unofficial transcript, including grades, via MyPima at the end of the term. To access your transcript, click on the Banner Online under Quick Links from the MyPima Homepage; click on Student Services and then Student Records.

Class Policy

1. All assignments have due dates. Familiarize yourself with when an assignment is due and complete the work on time. Late assignments are accepted at the discretion of the instructor and only under extenuating circumstances. Expect that if you miss a deadline, the work will not be graded.

2. Kendall-Hunt (KH) video assignments have comment windows beneath the respective videos where students can post their responses after viewing the video. Other KH assignments have instructions for accessing drop-boxes where student work is posted or attached.

Academic Integrity

All Pima Community College students are subject to the Scholastic Ethics Code, The relevant sections concerning plagiarism are as follows:
Students assume full responsibility for the content and integrity of the coursework they submit.

Students must do their own work and submit only their own work on essays, examinations, reports, and projects, unless otherwise permitted by the instructor.

Students can benefit from working in groups. They may collaborate with other students for the purposes of study or discussion, but students are expected and required to submit their own work on assignments and assessments.

Plagiarism on assignments or cheating on exams can result in a failing grade for the project, or the course.

Artistic Disclaimer
Occasionally matters of controversial, or potentially offensive, content may occur in the form of legitimate education curricula in Theatre Arts courses. This content may take the form of quotes, artwork, scene work, and/or references in dramatic literature. These matters are not to be interpreted as harassment or discrimination.
ADA Policy Statement

Pima Community College is committed to providing accommodations for qualified individuals with disabilities in a timely and effective manner. To request a reasonable accommodation, students must be registered with the campus Disabled Student Resources (DSR) office. Accommodations will be made based on eligibility determined by Disabled Student Resources. Services can be requested at any time during the semester. Requesting services well in advance will help to ensure that resources are available when needed. Please contact a DSR office at 206-4500 or DSRhelp@pima.edu.

Classroom Behavior

All Pima Community College students must uphold the Student Code of Conduct
Drop/Refund and Withdrawal
The Drop/Refund Deadline and Official Withdrawal Deadline for this semester are posted in the college Schedule of Classes. If you stop participating in the course without an official withdrawal, you will earn an "F" in the course.

Withdrawal "W" Grade
Students may withdraw from class at any time during the first 2/3 of the semester without instructor permission and without incurring any grade penalty. Students not active after this date who do not withdraw themselves from the course will receive an "F" grade at the end of the semester. It IS NOT the instructor’s responsibility to drop students. Please be sure to withdraw yourself if you do not expect to complete the course.

Incomplete "I" Grade
There are specific requirements for awarding "I" grades. Students should never consider an "I" grade as a substitute for poor academic performance. On rare occasions, unforeseen and extenuating circumstances occur that prohibit the student from successfully completing the final assignment(s) for the course. In these rare occasions, student should discuss their situation with the instructor who will make a decision regarding the awarding of an "I" or "W" grade. Be warned: Neither of these grades are "parachutes" for poor academic work.
Grade Reviews
Students may request a review of their course grade. The request for review must be made within ninety days from the end of the course session; no requests will be considered after ninety days.
Critical Thinking
A core aspect is the ability to demonstrate critical thinking. This involves your ability to absorb the work of others, to look at it with a critical eye. You are looking for the ring of truth. You are looking for the ways in which a particular argument may not actually be sound. You are looking for what may be left out, missing or silent in the presentation. You compare what is presented to you with other information, ideas, and experience. Often there are contradictions. Or you may encounter synergy, when two sets of ideas reinforce and amplify one another.

Warning: Critical thinking, like good writing, requires work and time. It requires attention to detail and the ability to reason clearly. At its best, it helps you and your reader come to understand the world more fully.

An additional integral component of higher education is challenging one's own perceptions and beliefs regarding the course content and integrating information, as well as understanding opposing perceptions and beliefs. Thus, students have the right to choose how much he/she will disclose and must also accept the responsibility of respecting disclosure of other students and instructors.
Additional Information

Prerequisites:  A writing class is a prerequisite for taking this course.  This requirement is not enforced by the college or the instructor.  However, the nature of the course as a general studies option requires writing assignments during the semester.  Whether or not you have taken a writing class prior to this moment is not a consideration for grading writing assignments.  Students are expected to be able to write with some degree of proficiency.

Electronics:  All computers in this classroom need to remain off and stored.  All cell phones should be silenced for the duration of the class.  Exceptions to these rules are allowed on a very limited basis, but ONLY upon prior approval of the instructor.  There should be no checking of email or text messaging during class time

Attendance and Participation
The nature of the course demands regular attendance to meet the requirements for a satisfactory final grade.  Make-up assignments are permitted only at the discretion of the instructor, and only under extenuating circumstances.  Generally, three or more absences in the duration of the semester will result in a lower final grade; the extreme of which is governed by the number of missed classes, and can result in a failing grade for the course.  Habitual lateness will be counted as absences.  Pick them carefully.  Excessive absences will result in a failing grade for the course.  Students should never assume that they will automatically be dropped from the course for non-attendance
Important Due Dates

Quiz Dates – (in class) – 10 pts. ea.


Oedipus Rex 

Feb 13-16


Hamlet


March 5-8


All My Sons

March 26-29


Waiting for Godot
April 9-12


Buried Child

April 23-26

Exam Dates – (in class) – 100 pts. ea.


Exam #1

Week of Feb 20


Exam #2

Week of April 2


Exam #3

Week of May 9

Play Review Due Dates – (KH website)


Play Review #1

No later than March 1  (60 pts.)

Play Review #2

No later than April 19 (30 pts. extra credit)
Video Assignment Dues Dates – (KH website) – 15 pts. ea.


Flash Mobs 

Week of Jan 23


Types of Stages

Week of Jan 30


1000 Handed God of Mercy
Week of Feb 13


Love Affair

Week of Feb 27


Stage Combat

Week of March 19


Natalie Portman
Week of April 19

Where assignments are administered:


Exams – in class


Quizzes – in class


Play Reviews – Kendall/Hunt website


Video Assignments – Kendall/Hunt website


Study guides – Kendall/Hunt website

